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Get involved:

Politics and local services
Politics affects us all. Decisions made by local and national government affect you, your family and your friends. From where you buy your groceries to how banks look after your money you have the power to improve things.

What is it?

Politics is a process by which groups of people make decisions. It’s everywhere. It includes big decisions about money and national priorities as well as smaller decisions about local services. It’s a legal requirement for local councils, and other authorities to involve you in decisions about your local services. 
Why get involved?

You may want to influence a particular service in your area, for example public transport or providing housing for those who need it most. You may want to speak up for local people and become a ‘champion’ for your community.

How can I get involved?

Here are some ways you could get involved.
Register to vote

To have your say on local and national decisions you need to be registered to vote.  Being registered means you can vote at Local, Parliamentary and European elections.
Your local polling station will be located within a local community building (the Voluntary Action Centre is a polling station!) You can also apply to vote by post.
Reasons to get registered:

· If your name isn’t on the register it may affect your credit rating. 

· Registering is a legal requirement. Failure to register each year could result in a fine of up to £1000. 

· The electoral register is used to call people for jury service. Fewer young people and people from ethnic minorities register to vote. The result is that they are under-represented in the legal system.

How to register:

· Every year a registration form is sent to each household between August and October asking for the details of all people who are or will be living in the property on 15 October. Make sure you fill it in and return it. 

· Outside of the annual canvas, new electors are added to the register monthly by Electoral Services.

· For more information call Electoral Services 0115 876 4111 or email elections@nottinghamcity.gov.uk.
Question or give feedback to the Council 

The City Council is responsible for all local services with the exception of healthcare (NHS Nottingham City) and policing (Nottinghamshire Police).

Housing services are provided by Nottingham City Homes, a company which is owned by the Council.

There are a number of ways you can raise issues with the Council:

· You can submit a ‘public question’ to the council to be presented at the beginning of an ordinary council meeting where councillors debate and decide upon their most important plans and issues. See www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk or call 0115 876 4305.

· You can submit a petition to the council. See the council website for more info or contact 0115 876 4305.

· You can give short feedback by filling in a form at www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/haveyoursay or call 0115 876 3040 or e-mail haveyoursay@nottinghamcity.gov.uk quoting “have your say”.

· ‘Your Choice, Your Voice’ events - Nottingham City Council and the people they work with across the city want to hear from you. Go along to meet your local councillors along with your Neighbourhood Management teams.

Speak to your local councillor

All councillors hold regular sessions where local people can raise issues and talk to them directly.
You can also contact your councillor by phone or in writing. Details of the surgeries and contact addresses can be found on the Council’s website www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/councillors or contact the Councillor Support Team on 0115 876 4261.
Become a councillor

Councillors represent their local communities. Anyone can put themselves forward for election, providing that they meet certain criteria and have a local connection.
For more information on being a councillor visit www.beacouncillor.org.uk or contact Electoral Services on 0115 876 4111 or email elections@nottinghamcity.gov.uk 
Nottinghamshire Listens

Nottingham City Council is part of Nottinghamshire Listens Citizens’ Panel. The panel is made up of residents from across the city and county. It is regularly consulted about future plans.
Young people and minority communities are currently under-represented and they would welcome expressions of interest from these two groups to join the panel. For more information please contact Ruth Lightfoot on 0207 347 3134 or ruth.lightfoot@ipsos.com 
Write to your MP

Everyone has the right to contact their local MP to discuss issues affecting them but they can only deal with issues that Parliament or government are responsible for, such as; hospitals, benefits, pensions, national insurance, immigration and school closures.
MPs will generally only act on behalf of their constituents, so please check you are contacting the MP who represents your constituency (your local area). You can find this out (and find their contact details) by entering your postcode into: http://findyourmp.parliament.uk or http://www.theyworkforyou.com/
Contact us

NCVS can help you get involved.

Contact us on:

· 0115 934 8400
· ncvs@nottinghamcvs.co.uk 
· www.nottinghamcvs.co.uk 
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