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Get involved:

Improve the lives of children and young people
From campaigning for new policies to getting involved in a good, old fashioned play day, every one of us can start improving children and young people’s lives in Nottingham immediately.
What is it?

There are lots of services aimed at improving the lives of children and young people (under the age of 25). This can be through education and training, art, sport or other community initiatives.

Many of these services are operated by voluntary sector groups and organisations.

Nottingham is an ‘early intervention city’ meaning that it aims to break the cycle of children being disadvantaged from an early age.

Why get involved?

You might be a parent who wants to improve things for your child.

You might already be involved in delivering services to children through a local voluntary group or organisation.

How can I get involved?

Below are some ways that you could get involved.
Children’s Network

Nottingham Children’s Partnership oversees all services for children, young people and families in the city.

It brings together a variety of organisations which work together in order to improve children’s lives.

The Children’s Partnership involves voluntary sector organisations through a structure called the Children and Young People Providers’ Network.

The meetings are open to all voluntary sector organisations which work with children and young people.

For more information contact Janet Lewis at Base 51 on 0115 952 5040 or j.lewis@base51.org.uk 
Volunteer!

There are lots of voluntary groups that support children and young people and need volunteers to support the work that they do such as:

· Playworks

· SOVA Nottingham

· Wheelbase

· Childline

· Home-Start
Contact the Volunteer Centre Nottingham for more information on these groups and others or search online at www.do-it.org.uk
Become a school governor

School governors work as part of a team supporting the school and head teacher in many different ways. You don’t need to have had any previous experience or knowledge - support and training is provided. Common sense, a genuine interest in education and commitment are the most important qualities.

For more information speak to the head teacher at your local school or contact the School Governor Recruitment Officer at Children’s Services on 0115 876 4589 or email Governor_Services@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
Get involved in play

You can become a casual, ‘as and when’ worker for the Play Service. They recruit people to these regularly.
You will need some experience to get the job. The Play Service understands getting experience can be hard so they take volunteers and it’s a great way to get involved.
There are five full time play centres across Nottingham and smaller ones as well (including community projects).
For more information contact Deborah Millar on 0115 876 4897 or Deborah.millar@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
Independent Visitors

Independent Visitors are adult volunteers who befriend children and young people who are looked after by their local authority.

You don’t need special qualifications, but patience, stamina and a non-judgmental attitude are essential. You will need to commit a few hours each month to befriend and support a young person through regular visits but what you do during that time is up to you. A two year commitment is preferred to give the young person the stability and consistency they need in their lives.

For more information contact the National Youth Advocacy Service on 0151 649 8700 or email recruitment@nyas.net
Homework Clubs

Homework Clubs offer children a neutral and supportive space to work in outside of school hours. Volunteers are usually welcomed to support the children.
For more information on local clubs, contact your library.

Contact us

NCVS can help you get involved.

Contact us on:

0115 934 8400
ncvs@nottinghamcvs.co.uk 
www.nottinghamcvs.co.uk 
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